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Objective 
The objective of the workshop was to acquaint the faculty of autonomous universities, that wish to seek ABET accreditation in 
the future, with the ABET accreditation process, the criteria for accreditation, the specific practices that need to be followed 
and the records that need to be maintained such that the evidence could be built to demonstrate the conformity with the 
stipulated accreditation criteria. The expected outcome of the workshop was that the participants will be able to initiate 
practices and procedures that will serve as essential groundwork towards their institutions seeking and achieving ABET 
accreditation.  Dr. Claire Komives is presently a Professor of Chemical Engineering at San Jose State University (SJSU) the 
Resource Person for the workshop. 
 
Contents 
Session 1:  
·     Brief Introduction to ABET 
·     Definitions 
·     Overview of Criteria for Total Quality Assurance of Engineering Programs 
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·     Defining Student Outcomes 
·     Assessment of Student Outcomes 
·     Continuous Improvement 
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Session 3: 
·     Assessment Basics 
.     Best Practices for Teachers  
 
Sessions 
The workshop started with a brief welcome message from the Principal, Dr. C. Yuvaraj. Dr. Pakalapati introduced the resource 
person, Dr. Komives, to the participants. Dr. Komives’ lecture started with a short introduction to the ABET organization and its 
activities. She then dwelled in to the topics of Program Educational Objectives (PEO’s), Student Outcomes (SO’s), their inter 
linkage, Assessment and Evaluation with regard to ABET and various stake holders in the process. The later part of the session 
was dedicated to expounding upon the eight criteria in which ABET looks for evidence that demonstrates conformity with 
stipulation. Each of these criterion which include Students, PEO’s, SO’s, Continuous Improvement, Curriculum, Faculty, Facilities 
and Support are explained in detail with regards to what ABET evaluators look for. Dr. Komives especially stressed the point 
that unlike NBA, ABET does not give an individual score for each of the criterion and give accreditation based on the total score. 
For ABET accreditation all the eight criteria should be met to an adequate level. 
 
The second session was on assessment of student outcomes. Dr. Komives lectured on different types of assessment which are 
Pre-assessment, Formative Assessment and Summative Assessment, and explained the characteristics of each type with 
examples and their importance in the overall goal of assessing student outcomes.  Dr. Komives reviewed the expected student 
outcomes as laid out by ABET and discussed how the course outcomes and evaluation methods need to be framed to 
successfully demonstrate that the process is in place for achieving the expected student outcomes. A few examples of course 
outcomes were given along with a list of appropriate verbs that need to be used in course outcomes. The participants were 
asked to prepare outcomes for a course that they regularly teach and then an open discussion followed where the outcomes 
written by the participants were reviewed. In the last part of the second session Dr. Komives covered the topic of rubrics for 
systematically and objectively measuring the student performance. 
 
Dr. Komives covered Assessment Methods for collecting the data on student performance in the third session. Some of the 
assessment methods like surveys, exit interviews and standardized exams are explained in detail. She then discussed how the 
self assessment report needs to be prepared keeping in view the important factors of validity, sampling, and data collection. 
Finally she shed light on some of the common mistakes that are found in assessment reports, ways to report continuous 
improvement and how to present assessment of student outcomes. 
 
At the end of the third session, Dr. Pakalapati delivered the concluding remarks in which he summarized the outcomes of the 
workshop and thanked the speaker. Certificates were distributed to the participants by the resource person Dr. Komives. Vote 
of thanks was presented by Dr. Y. Amarnath of Civil Engineering Department. 
 

Paper Clips: 
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